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 THE INDEPENDENT-AUSTIN, TEXAS 
Kris Swanson, P.E. & Roger Heeringa, P.E. – Business Economist  

from DCI-Engineers 
 

 

Learn all about The Independent, a 60-story high-rise currently under construction in 

downtown Austin that will be the tallest pure residential building west of the Mississippi.  At 

684 feet tall, The Independent will become the tallest building in Austin.  With a design that 

is inspired by Austin’s bold spirit, it will be the latest luxury condominium tower to hit the 

popular Seaholm District of Austin.  Structural engineering joint venture LAM+DCI provided 

innovative structural solutions to accommodate the tower’s unique form while creating an 

elegant, cost effective, and simple design.  LAM+DCI was challenged with creating a point 

tower that needed to be efficient within a small footprint, all while accommodating resident 

comfort during high wind events.  

Presenters Kris Swanson and Roger Heeringa will discuss the unique aspects and challenges 

to the design of this soon-to-be iconic tower in Austin.   

Meeting Info 

Date:  Tuesday,  

 November 15, 2016         

 
Doors Open:  11:30 am  
Lunch Starts:  11:45 am  
Program:  12:00- 1:00pm 

 

Location: 

Maggiano’s Little Italy 

205 North Park Center 

Dallas, TX 

 

Pricing: 

• Member Lunch Presentation    

(1.0 PDH) – $25.00 (USD) 

•  Non-Member Lunch Presentation 

(1.0 PDH) – $35.00 (USD) 

•  Member Presentation Only,       

No meal (1.0 PDH) – Free  

 Non-Member Presentation Only, 

No meal (1.0 PDH) – $10.00 (USD) 

•  Student Lunch Presentation Only 

(1.0 PDH) – $10.00 (USD) 

 

*Late registrants will incur a $5.00 

additional fee 

Reservations 

Please register by 1:00 pm on 

Monday, November 14, 2016.   

*Limited walk-ins available. 

Click Here to register on-line.  

Cancellations must be made by 

http://seaotdallas.org/page-1497501
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 Kris Swanson, PE, SE, is Principal in Charge of DCI Engineers’ 

Austin office, a team he helped launch in 2008.  Kris has over 18 

years’ experience working across a broad spectrum of projects 

across the country and abroad.  He has worked on a variety of 

projects including high-rise, mixed-use, civic and hospitality.  

Kris has successfully designed award-winning projects in Austin 

such as The Thinkery (Austin’s Children’s Museum) and the 

Girls’ School and contributes the in-house technical high-rise 

and concrete committees.  Kris is a Past President of SEAoT – 

Austin Chapter and an active member of the Real Estate Council 

of Austin (RECA). 

Roger Heeringa, PE, SE, LEED AP, is DCI President/COO and 

works in the Seattle, Washington office. He has been with the 

firm for more than 27 years. In addition to management of 

the firm, Roger is involved in high profile projects, client 

management and development, and is involved in the in-

house high-rise technical committee.  He has published a 

number of industry articles, most recently “1500 Mission: Tall 

Building Concrete Shear Wall Design Using High Strength 

Grade 80 Longitudinal Reinforcing in San Francisco”; and 

“Proceedings of the 2016 Annual Meeting of the Los Angeles Tall Building Structural Design Council.” Roger is also an active member 

and delegate of the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH) and occasionally speaks at regional events. 

 

President’s Message 
By Asma Momin, PE 
 

Dr Seuss once wrote, “How did it get so late so soon.”  This is the last newsletter for this year and how the year has 

flown by! Change is in the air.   

Eli Reese, P.E. from AECOM will be our new secretary. Amal Ahmed will be our Vice-President, and Jennifer Ray will step 

into the position of President.  Kyle Millemon is stepping down as the Young Member chair, and Kaitlin Forke from Wiss, 

Janey, Elstner will be taking his place. Kyle has done an excellent job chairing our Young Member Committee and we 

wish him all the best in the future.  We would also like welcome Eli and Kaitlin to our team. 

During this past year we had many people step up to make SEAoT work better for us. Denny O’Connell from Perma-Pier 

stepped up to chair the banquet committee. Denny is enthusiastic and definitely brings a new perspective to our group. 

Thank you Denny for your work!  The banquet would not have happened without you. 

Upcoming Events 

Next chapter meetings:  

January 21, 2016 

 

Industry Events: 

 

Autodesk University 

Las Vegas, NV 

November 15- 17, 2016 

Click Here 

 

Structural Design for Wind 

Loads: An Overview of 

Engineering Consideration for 

Wood Building 

Dallas, TX 

December 6, 2016 

Click Here 

 

World of Concrete 

Las Vegas, NV 

January 17- 19, 2017 

Click Here 

 

http://au.autodesk.com/las-vegas/overview
http://www.woodworks.org/education-event/2016-q4-wind-load-plano/
https://worldofconcrete.com/Attendee/Register
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We also took the time during the banquet to honor Lucas Ponce and John Turner for their past service as officers of 

SEAoT. The recognition is well deserved!  

We had a great time at our banquet this past year (see picture below). We also had some great sponsors that helped us 

out with the banquet.  We would like to thank Nucor Vulcraft Group for sponsoring the door prizes, Pieresearch for the 

Photobooth sponsorship, and Perma-Pier and Connect Structural for table sponsors. We were successful because of our 

sponsors. 

I am honored to have served as the President of SEAoT Dallas this year, but it is time to move on to let others step up. 

This year has definitely been a year of travels for me.  This last month I went to Philadelphia and then I was in Chicago 

the same week and during the World Series. I love Chicago!  The energy of the city is contagious—the city is a tribute to 

the importance of structural engineers in shaping our built environment.  I love walking in the footsteps of Fazlur Khan 

and seeing the Willis Tower and Hancock Building standing proudly as signs of engineering excellence. Chicago is home 

to some well-engineered buildings and now, after 108 years, the home to Baseball’s World Series Champions.  

Congratulations to the Cubs and all their fans! 

Philadelphia, on the other hand, has a different sort of energy; a quiet reflective energy that comes from being seeped 

deep in history. To be able to walk in the footsteps of Benjamin Franklin and the other founding fathers is part of the 

magic of Philadelphia, and I walked everywhere.  I walked around the gardens of the first US bank, through 

Independence Hall and the building that housed the first US Congress. I walked to the library that houses Benjamin 

Franklin’s private collection.  I walked around the Liberty Bell and through streets that were walked around by many 

people that shaped this country.  

I visited Benjamin Franklin’s grave. It is near the street and marked by a tablet that he shares with his wife.  There is 

nothing extravagant about his grave—no elaborate marker, and I can’t help thinking how appropriate it is.  Great people 

do not need large markers.  The world is their marker. This country is a marker to Franklin’s life and great work--

biofocals, the lightning rod, the US constitution, universities, and the first lending library to name a few.  To say this man 

was industrious is an understatement.  Franklin stepped up in every way possible and gave freely of himself for the 

betterment of the world around him. His motivation in participating was not to benefit No. 1, and that is a quality I most 

admire.   

One of the most memorable experiences for me was sitting in the room where John Adams was inaugurated and 

listening to the ranger speak of history.  One of the most telling events for this country was how peacefully the 

leadership changed hands. In many countries at that time and even now, civil war surrounds the exchange of power.  At 

the time, the peaceful inauguration of John Adams was a remarkable event for a young country.  John Adams noted the 

emotional scene the day of the inaugurations, “more weeping than there has ever been in the representation of any 

tragedy.”  Although he did not understand the reason for the tears, he noted one person in the audience that was not 

crying—George Washington.  Yes, he noticed a smile on Washington’s face and surmised it was from the realization that 

he, Washington, was now free! 

It’s the end of the year, raise your glass to better years ahead! 

Adieu! 
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Sponsors 

The Dallas Chapter of SEAoT would like to thank all of the advertisers that have contributed to the newsletter.  We appreciate your 

support. 

You may support SEAoT by advertising in the newsletter.  Space is available to structural engineering firms, vendors and suppliers 

starting at $125.00 for one year of advertisement (8 newsletters).  If interested, please contact David Parkin at (214) 221-2220 or via 

e-mail at dparkin@ppoinc.net. 

  

mailto:dparkin@ppoinc.net
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Chapter Positions: 
President Asma Momin, PE (469) 206-7100 asma798@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President Jennifer Ray, PE (972) 403-5995 jennifer.ray@hilti.com 

Secretary Amal Ahmed, PE (972) 854-8863 aahmed@ellisongage.com 

Treasurer William (Bill) Light (972) 567-9430 light.bill@us.sika.com 

Past President John Turner, PE (214) 862-6615 jturner@wje.com   

 

Chapter Director David Barrett, PE (214) 221-2220 dbarrett@rlginc.com  

Chapter Director Brad Russell, PE (214) 739-8100 brad@brarchitects.com  

Chapter Director Lucas Ponce, PE (469) 310-2860 lponce@ponce-fuess.com  

Membership Kyle Millemon, PE (214) 522-3900 kyle.millemon@stantec.com  

Technical Activities Brad Cheshire, PE (214) 522-3900 bcheshire@pagethink.com   

Social Denny O’Connell (214) 637-1444 denny.oconnell@permapier.com  

Web Page, Computer App. John Turner, PE (214) 862-6615 jturner@wje.com  

Newsletter Editor Amal Ahmed, PE (972) 854-8863 aahmed@ellisongage.com  

Advertisement David Parkin, PE (214) 221-2220 dparkin@ppoinc.net  

Scholarship Lucas Ponce, PE (469) 310-2860 lponce@ponce-fuess.com  

State Directors from the Chapter Asma Momin, PE 

 John Turner, PE 

 Lucas Ponce, PE (alternate)  

 

Selected State Positions: 
State President Kerry Lee, PE 

Secretary William (Whit) Smith, PE 

Treasurer Robert Lanser, PE 

Past President Lee Walden, PE 

Executive Director Liz Stansfeld 

 

 

 oT 

Dallas Chapter 

P.O. Box 23 

Addison, TX 75001 
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