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Contracts, Risk Management, and the Bottom Line  

This presentation will address how contract negotiations can affect the business of 
professional engineering including key points of concern, tips for success, and real-
life examples for illustrative purposes.  This will provide 1 hour of Ethics related 
continuing education. 

Ryan Starnes is a member with Milby, PLLC. He focuses his practice in 
the areas of representing design professionals from professional 
liability defense, preparation of contracts, commercial litigation, 
intellectual property, to corporate matters. He aggressively assists 
companies on all areas of business disputes, including breach of 
contract, collections and litigation. He advises on transactional 
matters ranging from entity formation, licensing agreements, business 
negotiations, and contract drafting.   

Bo Wilson practices civil litigation with a focus on construction and 
business law.  He is a qualified advisor for corporate regulations, 
business transactions, entity formations, and business disputes.  With 
a passion for community service, he also maintains an active pro bono 
practice in the Dallas area by taking legal cases through Legal Aid of 
Northwest Dallas, hosting legal clinics with the Veterans Affairs, and 
serving as a qualified Dallas County attorney ad litem. 

Prior to practicing law, Bo worked for many years as a business 
consultant and financial auditor.  He has worked with multiple Fortune 500 companies across 
many different industries including oil and gas, banking and finance, and technology and 
communications. His broad scope of previous experience gives him a comprehensive 
understanding of the legal and economic risks that affect today’s corporate and commercial 
environments. 

This meeting has been sponsored by Hilti North America. 
Kamil Celik – Senior Field Engineer – kamil.celik@hilti.com 

 
 
 

 

Meeting Info 

Date:    February 17, 2015 
 
Lunch Session 
Doors Open: 11:30 am 
Lunch Starts: 11:45 am 
Program: 12:00- 1:00pm 
 
Location: 
Maggiano’s Little Italy 
205 North Park Center 
Dallas, TX 

Lunch Seminar  
Members: $25 
Non-Members: $35 
Students: $10 
No Meal: $0 
 

Valet parking is included in your 
meeting registration. Self-park 
anywhere at the mall. 

Reservations 

Please register by Friday, 
January 9, 2015.   

Click Here to register on-line.  

Vegetarian entrees will be 
available. 

Cancellations must be made by 
the same time to be honored.  
 

mailto:kamil.celik@hilti.com
http://seaotdallas.org/event-1826732
http://us.hilti.com/
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President’s Message 

By John Turner, PE 
 

I spent last week in Las Vegas at the World of Concrete, the annual trade show of the concrete equipment, tool, and 
formwork industry. Spending a week amongst the construction industry reminds one that attention to means and 
methods in important, and that it changes over time. Even the process of forming and placing an age-old material such 
as concrete, placed from trucks that have changed very little in decades, does change every year. 

We all have to stay in tune with changes in our business. Yet through all of these changes, the single, consistent factor 
that distinguishes good projects is good engineering. Yet this is one thing engineers mention to me constantly, with 
emphasis on it being an area that needs improvement. Maybe it is the perception of a few, vocal “old timers”. Maybe it 
points at a deeper issue, such as a systemic failure of universities or ABET or NCEES.   It could be that as we adapt to the 
aforementioned changes, are subject to increasing time pressure, and have to deal with the limitations of a modern, 
computer-driven workplace, we leave behind a little too much of the old ways. When slide rules ruled, designs were 
undertaken using approximate methods and limited numerical precision, with the understanding that good engineering 
resulted in good structures. It is not the degree of precision, nor the cleverness of a computation that determines 
whether a design works, it is the engineering judgment embedded in the design. We all bring our own experience to the 
table with each project.  We learn from everyone with whom we work. Especially during our formative years following 
graduation, when we start our practice, we pick up good and bad habits. We should strive to teach those we mentor not 
only what they need to know, but how to continue this lifelong learning and adaptation. We should impart the value of 
differentiating when a change benefits us and our clients from when it might be a distraction from the primary task of 
engineering safe, effective structures.  Above all else, we should be the best engineers we can be. National Engineers 
Week, February 22-28, 2015, is a good time to refocus on this effort. 

-- 

At the request of the faculty, I visited Texas A&M University - Commerce to meet faculty and students in the 
Construction Engineering program. Students will graduate with an ABET-accredited degree having completed a program 
consisting of both construction management and structural engineering. Currently with eighty-five students in the 
program, TAMU-C is growing the department and working toward offering a graduate curriculum at their Rockwall 
Campus. These students told me that what they really want from SEAoT is the opportunity to meet practicing engineers, 
hear about projects, and to participate in chapter activities. The level of faculty commitment is also outstanding, with 
plans to rearrange classes to allow students to attend SEAoT Dallas half- or full-day programs in April and June. They 
have requested that SEAoT Dallas sponsor their student chapter of SEAoT. We have begun working toward this and hope 
to have a charter in place in time for their Engineering Week luncheon on February 25.  

REMINDER 
Renew your membership today at www.seaot.org. 

NEW WEBSITE 
Check out SEAoT Dallas Chapter 

www.seaotdallas.org 
 

http://www.seaot.org/
http://www.seaotdallas.org/
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Recap of January Meeting  

During our January Meeting, Dr. Thomas Murray presented Frequently Asked 
Questions and More on Floor Vibrations.  This presentation included  how to 
estimate vibration loadings, damping, floor width and length; how to analyze long 
span deck floors, monumental stairs, and alternate bay framing; how to use finite 
element analysis to analyze floors.  Dr. Murray’s presentation is available on the 
http://seaotdallas.org under past presentations.  Dr. Murray also markets software 
that helps calculates floor vibrations.  For more information, visit 
https://www.floorvibe.com/ 
 
Welcome New Members 
Say hello to our new members!              
 
Ms. Courtney Verdel-Ogden   Ms. Hannah Hansing 
Student Member   Graduate Engineer 
Raymond L. Goodson Jr., Inc.  AG&E Structural Engenuity 
 
Mr. Alejandro Portocarrero  Ms. Diane Earnest, PE 
Graduate Engineer   Structural Engineer 
RLG Consulting Engineers  RLG Consulting Engineers 
 
Mr. Aliaksei Patsevich   Ms. Katrina Horstmann   
Graduate Engineer   Graduate Engineer 
RLG Consulting Engineers  RLG Consulting Engineers  
 
 
Young Member Happy Hour   

We are looking to try a new venue to hold the Younger Member Happy Hour and would like 
your suggestions.  Please send any suggestions and/or feedback to Kyle Millemon 
at kmillemon@pagethink.com . 
 
 
Member Updates 
Are you an EIT who recently passed the new 16-hour SE exam?  Did you work on a project 
that got nominated for an award?  Let us know and we will announce your accomplishment 
in the newsletter! 

 
Sponsors 
The Dallas Chapter of SEAoT would like to thank all of the advertisers that have contributed 
to the newsletter.  We appreciate your support. 
You may support SEAoT by advertising in the newsletter.  Space is available to structural 
engineering firms, vendors and suppliers starting at $125.00 for one year of advertisement 
(8 newsletters).  If interested, please contact David Parkin at (214) 221-2220 or via e-mail at 
dparkin@ppoinc.net.  

Upcoming Events 

Next chapter meetings: 
March 18, 2015 
Benchmark Harris, PE 
Masonry  Design 
 
April 21, 2015 
Terry Malone, SE, PE 
Offset Diaphragms and Shear 
Walls 
 
May 19, 2015 
TBD 
 
June 16, 2015 
Timothy Mays, PE 
Tilt-up Panel Presentation 
 
SEAOT Fort Worth  
Pappas Burgers 
 
February 24, 2015 
March 24, 2015 
April 21, 2015 
May 26, 2015 
June 23, 2015 
September 22, 2015 
November 17, 2015 
 
Industry Events: 
 
February 26, 2015 
ROG+Partners 
Ownership Transition Strategies 
for A/E Firm Leaders  
Hotel ICON 
Houston, TX 
Click Here 
 
March 25-28, 2015 
NASCC: The Steel Conference 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Click here 

http://seaotdallas.org/
https://www.floorvibe.com/wp/
mailto:kmillemon@pagethink.com
mailto:dparkin@ppoinc.net
http://rog-partners.com/events/seminars-events/ownership-transition-strategies-seminar-houston/
https://www.aisc.org/content.aspx?id=37922
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Chapter Positions: 
President John Turner, PE (214) 862-6615 jturner@crsi.org 
Vice President Asma Momin, PE (972) 991-0011 amomin@buryinc.com 
Secretary Jennifer Ray, PE (214) 537-6738 jennifer.ray@hilti.com  
Treasurer William (Bill) Light (972) 567-9430 light.bill@us.sika.com 
Past President Lucas Ponce, PE (469) 310-2860 lponce@ponce-fuess.com 
 
Chapter Director (2011-2013) David Parkin, PE (214) 358-0174 dparkin@ppoinc.net 
Chapter Director (2012-2014) David Barrett, PE (214) 221-2220 dbarrett@rlginc.com 
Chapter Director (2013-2015) Brad Russell, PE (214) 739-8100 brad@brarchitects.com 
Membership Kyle Millemon, EIT (214) 522-3900 kmillemon@pagethink.com 
Technical Activities John Turner, PE (214) 281-8830 jturner@crsi.org  
Web Page, Computer App. open  
Newsletter Editor Jennifer Ray, PE (214) 537-6738 jennifer.ray@hilti.com 
Advertisement David Parkin, PE (214) 221-2220 dparkin@ppoinc.net 
Hall of Honor Joseph Dowd (214) 740-6200 jdowd@walterpmoore.com  
Scholarship Kerry Lee (469) 429-9000 klee@architecturalengineers.com  
State Directors from the Chapter John Turner, PE 
 Lucas Ponce, PE 
 Bradford Russell, PE (alternate)  
 

Selected State Positions: 
State President Lewis Shrier, PE 
President Elect Kerry Lee, PE 
Secretary William (Whit) Smith, PE 
Treasurer Robert Lanser, PE 
Past President William A. Wallace, PE 
Executive Director Liz Stansfeld 
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