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 WOOD SUPER SEMINAR 

  
JUNE 17, 2014 

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW: 

Morning Sessions: 
Building Codes and Standards Update (1.0 hr.)- Michelle Kam-Biron 
What are the latest trends and topics in the world of code development? How are the wood 
design standards keeping up with technology? This course provides a look at recent activities 
of the International Code Council (ICC), the American Wood Council, and the states and 
jurisdictions that are using their codes and standards. In the process, the latest changes to 
ICC's International Building Code (IBC) and AWC's National Design Specification (NDS) for 
Wood Construction and Special Design Provisions for Wind and Seismic (SDPWS) and their 
underlying issues will be identified. 
 
How New Trends in Wood Construction Comply with the Building Code (1.0 hr.)- Michelle 
Kam-Biron 
This course will introduce an overview of a variety of current and new wood products and 
techniques. It will discuss how they may be applied to your future building designs and how 
they are being used in projects across the nation today to comply with the International 
Building Code (IBC). Included in this course is information on the application and advantages 
of: 
•Advanced Framing – a system that has been around since the 60's but due to the demand 
for sustainable designs has become more popular. 
•Panelized Walls – a technique that is allowing wood construction to be constructed under a 
more controlled environment and decreasing the time of construction at the site. 
• Mid-ply Shear Walls – a technique for increased shear capacity. 
• Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) – a building system that can now be used in high seismic 
regions. 
• Composite Floor Systems – a hybrid technology that allows for supreme floor performance. 
• Cross-Laminated Timber (CLT) – a sustainable technology to compete with reinforced 

concrete mid-rise and high-rise construction as well as concrete tilt up. 

 

Lunch Session: 
Seismic and Wind Design Considerations for Wood Framed Structures (1.0 hr.)-Michelle Kam-
Biron 
The overall strength of a building is a function of all of its components—roof, walls, floors, 
and foundation—working together as a unit. This course will provide a top to bottom 

Meeting Info 

Date:    June 17, 2014 

Morning Session 

Doors Open: 8:30 am 

Program: 9:00- 11:30 pm 

 

Lunch Session 

Doors Open: 11:30 am 

Lunch Starts: 11:45 am 

Program: 12:00- 1:00pm 

 

Afternoon Session 

Doors Open: 1:15 pm 

Program: 1:00- 4:15 pm 

 

Location: 

Maggiano’s Little Italy 

205 North Park Center 

Dallas, TX 

Lunch Seminar Only 

Members: $25 

Non-Members: $35 

Students: $10 

No Meal: $0 

 

All Day Seminar 

Members: $45 

Non-Members: $60 

Student: $15 

 

Valet parking is included in your 

meeting registration. Self-park 

anywhere at the mall. 
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overview of lateral design for wood framed structures. Topics include lessons learned from 
natural disasters, load path continuity, and significant changes from previous codes and 
standards. Examples of the three types of shear walls including Segmented, Force-transfer, 
and Perforated as outlined in AWC's Special Design Provisions for Wind and Seismic 
(SDPWS) will be discussed. 
 
Afternoon Sessions: 

Connection Solutions for Wood-frame Structures (1.0 hr.)-Michelle Kam-Biron 
This course will feature wood connection design philosophy, behavior, serviceability issues, 
and connection design techniques for small and large wood members with an overview of 
common fastener types. Topics will include techniques for designing efficient, durable, and 
structurally safe connections and available resources including AWC's National Design 
Specification (NDS) for Wood Construction. 

 
Engineered Wood Products (2.0 hrs.) - Roland Hernandez 

·         Introduces the engineered wood product family: categories, characteristics and             

          quality standards. 

·         Beams - Glued-laminated timber, LVL, LSL, PSL, I-Joists 

·         Wood Structural Panels - Explains the information shown in the APA trademark and 
how it relates to floor, wall, and roof construction. Also explains APA Performance Rated 
Panels, span ratings, exposure durability, grades and specialty panel definitions. 
 

MICHELLE KAM-BIRON, PE, SE, SECB, M. ASCE 

DIRECTOR, EDUCATION 

AMERICAN WOOD COUNCIL 

 

Michelle Kam-Biron is a California licensed structural engineer and Director of Education for 

the American Wood Council (AWC) where she is in charge of providing continuing 

educational resources related to structural wood for architects, engineers, and code 

officials.  Prior to joining AWC, she worked for nearly five years in the wood industry as the 

Senior Technical Director – National Lead Mid-rise/Multi-family Construction for the Wood 

Products Council initiative WoodWorks.  She also has over 20 years of experience managing, 

designing and plan reviewing a wide range of projects of various structural materials.  Ms. 

Kam-Biron graduated from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo with a BS in Architectural Engineering 

and currently serves on the ARCE department’s Advisory Board.  In addition, in July 2014 

she will be President-elect of the Structural Engineers Association of Southern California. 

 

Roland Hernandez, PE 

ENGINEERED WOOD SPECIALIST 

THE ENGINEERED WOOD ASSOCIATION 

 

A graduate of Texas A&M University, Mr. Hernandez began his career as a Research Wood 

Scientist at the USDA Forest Service, Forest Products Laboratory in Madison, Wisconsin. His 

research over a 17-year career with the Forest Service involved the improved utilization and 

performance of Engineered Wood Products.  Design methodologies for glued-laminated 

timber used in the industry today are based on his Forest Service research.  Today, Mr. Hernandez serves as the Texas Region - 

Upcoming Events 

Next chapter meetings: 

 

June 17, 2014 

Wood Design Using NDS 

 

September 16, 2014 

Devon Energy Tower 

Dustin Swart, PE 

Thornton Tomasetti 

 

October 9-10, 2014 

SEAoT State Conference 

 

November 18 

FORTIFIED Programs for 

Resilient Construction 

Chuck Miccolis 

Insurance Institute for Business 

and Home Safety 

 

Other Events: 

 

June 12, 2014 

Commercial Construction 

(Software, Connections, 

Anchorage, & Specifications 

Click Here 

Reservations 

Please register by Friday, June 

13, 2014 to get early registration 

discount.   

Click Here to register on-line. 

Please indicate names of all 

attending and specify if a 

vegetarian meal is required. 

Cancellations must be made by 

the same time to be honored.  

 

http://training.strongtie.com/stc/sstpub/psciis.dll?CLASSMENU=sstpub&searchoption=FIELDS&fisDirectList=1&field0=hide&value0=No&field1=XOWNER&value1=23
http://www.seaotdallas.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1497501
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Engineered Wood Specialist for APA - The Engineered Wood Association.  As part of APA’s 

Field Services Division, he assists Builders, Designers, and Code Officials in all aspects of 

Engineered Wood Products.   

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

By Lucas Ponce, PE

It is hard to believe that the first half of the year has almost gone by.  This upcoming meeting will be our last meeting 

before our normal summer recess.  There are no meetings currently scheduled for the months of July and August.  We 

will resume our meetings in September with a presentation about the Devon Energy Tower.  Summer is also the time of 

the year when we start looking for the future leaders of our organization.  Please take this time to assess your 

involvement in SEAoT and let us know if you are willing to step up and volunteer some of your time to head one of our 

committees. 

I want to thank John Turner for organizing this month’s full day wood design seminar.  If your PE license renewal is due 

soon, please consider attending this seminar.  You will not find a more affordable way to obtain 6 PDH’s with lunch 

included.  Help us spread the word and invite your coworkers.  The seminar program is posted on the SEAoT Dallas 

website. 

Don’t forget to take advantage of the early registration fee for this year’s State Conference in downtown Fort Worth.  

Please register as soon as possible so that our Fort Worth colleagues can make appropriate preparations so that we all 

have a terrific conference.  Visit http://www.seaot.org/ for additional information. 

Once again, feel free to contact any of the officers if you have any questions or comments regarding our meetings and 

programs.  Our contact information is shown at the end of the newsletter.  Enjoy the summer break and be safe.  See 

you at our next meeting.   

 

Welcome New Member 
Say hello to our new member!  
 

Ms. Pilar Guerrero, EIT        
Graduate Engineer       

 

Recap 
During the morning session John Turner, the CRSI Regional Manager and Vice-President of SEAoT Dallas Chapter spoke on the topic 

of Economy and Constructability of Concrete Construction.  Per Mr. Turner, design that simplifies the formwork and minimizes labor 

results in a more cost effective concrete structure. He emphasized the use of uniform loading on a floor not only for a more cost 

efficient design but also for added flexibility in the floor plan during the life cycle of the building. In simple terms, the less 

complicated your design the easier the structure will be to build and therefore more economical.  

REMINDER 

Renew your membership today 

at www.seaot.org.  

 

NEW WEBSITE 

Check out SEAoT Dallas Chapter  

www.seaotdallas.org  

 

http://www.seaot.org/
http://www.seaot.org/
http://www.seaotdallas.org/
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Joseph Jolly, owner of JOI Technologies also presented on the dos and don’ts of concrete detailing.   For detailers, some of the areas 

of concern Mr. Jolly highlighted were foundation and ground conditions, availability of CAD drawings, accuracy of CAD drawings, 

sequencing of reinforcement layers, non-practical hook lengths, and customized splice lengths. 

 

He reminded us that detailers are experienced technicians and are not responsible for making engineering decisions.  The goal is to 

have a complete set of documents with accurate information from which the detailer can create erection and assembly drawings 

showing where to place reinforcing bars within the formwork and placing sequence. 

 

Mr. Jolly presented case studies where the lack of information or inaccuracy of the information in the contract drawings slowed 

down the construction process.  He showed us examples where the dimension lines that should add up did not add up, where 

hooked reinforcing were specified in locations that did not allow them to develop , and where multiple references to other 

disciplines left details incomplete and detailers with insufficient data and unable to complete submittal drawings.   

                                        

 

 

Young Member Happy Hour   

We are looking to try a new venue to hold the Younger Member Happy Hour and would like your suggestions.  Please send any 

suggestions and/or feedback to Ian Babcock at ibabcock@appcontech.com . 

Member Updates 
Are you an EIT who recently passed the new 16-hour SE exam?  Did you work on a project that got nominated for an award?  Let us 

know and we will announce your accomplishment in the newsletter! 

 

Sponsors 
The Dallas Chapter of SEAoT would like to thank all of the advertisers that have contributed to the newsletter.  We appreciate your 

support. 

You may support SEAoT by advertising in the newsletter.  Space is available to structural engineering firms, vendors and suppliers 

starting at $125.00 for one year of advertisement (8 newsletters).  If interested, please contact David Parkin at (214) 221-2220 or via 

e-mail at dparkin@ppoinc.net. 

 

 

mailto:ibabcock@lafp.com
mailto:dparkin@ppoinc.net
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Chapter Positions: 
President Lucas Ponce, PE (469) 310-2860 lponce@ponce-fuess.com 

Vice President John Turner, PE (214) 862-6615 jturner@crsi.org 

Secretary Asma Momin, PE (972) 862-6615 amomin@buryinc.com 

Treasurer William (Bill) Light (972) 567-9430 light.bill@us.sika.com 

Past President Tom Scott, PE (214) 752-9098 tscott@jqeng.com 

 

Chapter Director (2011-2013) David Parkin, PE (214) 358-0174 dparkin@ppoinc.net 

Chapter Director (2012-2014) David Barrett, PE (214) 221-2220 dbarrett@rlginc.com 

Chapter Director (2013-2015) Brad Russell, PE (214) 739-8100 brad@brarchitects.com 

Membership Ian Babcock, PE (214) 276-8909 ibabcock@appcontech.com 

Technical Activities John Turner, PE (214) 281-8830 jturner@crsi.org  

Web Page, Computer App. open  

Newsletter Editor Asma Momin, PE (214) 281-8830 amomin@buryinc.com 

Advertisement David Parkin, PE (214) 221-2220 dparkin@ppoinc.net 

Hall of Honor Joseph Dowd (214) 740-6200 jdowd@walterpmoore.com  

Scholarship Kerry Lee (469) 429-9000 klee@architecturalengineers.com  

State Directors from the Chapter Tom Scott, PE 

 Lucas Ponce, PE 

 Bradford Russell (alternate)  

 

Selected State Positions: 
State President Lewis Shrier 

President Elect Lee Walden 

Secretary William (Whit) Smith 

Treasurer Robert Lanser  

Past President William A. Wallace 

Executive Director Liz Stansfeld 

 

 

 oT 

Dallas Chapter 

P.O. Box 12553 

Dallas, Texas 75225 
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